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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FOR THE SHABBOS TABLE
REVIEWED BY RABBI M.M. LOWY N"0O"7¥

Your family prides itself on its hospitality. Every Shabbos, there’s a variety of
guests around the table. Some are sent by a kiruv organization, some are lonely
people in the neighborhood, and some are friends of the family. All types are
welcome and you make a point of never speaking about them when they leave.
Mrs. Davis, a middle-aged widow who comes to your shul from time to time,
needed a place for lunch and you graciously invited her. You soon discovered that
she had an unusually loud voice and she loved to speak. The others at the table
barely got in a word. When she left, one of your children turned to you and said,
“That lady ruined the whole meal.” Was your child’s comment loshon hora?

Such a comment would fall into the exact definition of loshon hora - a true
statement that casts a shadow on another person’s reputation.
Sefer Chofetz Chaim, Hilchos Loshon Hora, Klal 2:1
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When you see Liba Levy walk into your office as a newly hired customer service rep,
you want to quit on the spot. This is the same Liba Levy who made your high school
years a misery. She joined the school in tenth grade, stole your friends, and turned
you into an outcast. However, it’s ten years later. For your own dignity, you at least
pretend to be over it. Sitting a few desks down from Liba, you notice that she does
a lot of personal business on company time. Right from the first day, she is busy
with her personal phone alongside the office phone, keeping up a conversation of
texts and jokes with her friends while she juggles customer calls. She shops on her
computer all day, letting customer emails pile up. You are still in touch with your old
high school principal and you think she would be able to set Liba straight regarding
her lax attitude. In fact, nothing would make you happier than to tell her. May you?
After all, Liba will only benefit from having her wasteful habits curtailed sooner
rather than later.

Pinchas had to shut down his business because of COVID-19. He has been
desperately searching for a new source of parnassah ever since. When Levi
decides to hire a sales manager for his growing medical mask company,
someone suggests Pinchas. “Yeah, but how do | know that he's
competent?” Levi replies. “Maybe it was COVID that killed his business, or
maybe he made some bad moves.” He decides to call a customer who had
also done business with Pinchas. He casually brings up businesses that
were shuttered because of COVID. “You know, Pinchas couldn’t get back on
his feet after the lockdown,” Levi says. “| wonder if it was COVID or if the
business was failing anyway. Did he talk to you about it?” The customer
begins revealing the unflattering inside story of Pinchas’ bankruptcy. Is this
conversation loshon hora?

Levi must reveal the reason for his questions, even if doing so might water
down the information he will receive. Without meeting that condition, the
customer who is giving the information is speaking loshon hora, and Levi

has violated the mitzvah of “Do not place a stumbling block before the
blind.”
Sefer Chofetz Chaim, Hilchos Loshon Hora 4:11
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When seeking another person’s involvement in rebuking someone, our
purpose in reporting the wrong must be purely for the sake of Hashem,
purely to prevent His mitzvos from being ignored. If you have a personal
dislike for the person, you should not be the one to convey the information.
Sefer Chofetz Chaim, Hilchos Loshon Hora 4:5
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Dear Women and Girls!

We need you to help us with prayers! The situation in Eretz Yisrael is very difficult. Lately
we are suffering terrible losses, many orphans and widows from different diseases. My
husband, the Rav, was asked what could be the reason for all these tragedies. The Rav
opened a Gemara and said it is because of foul language. And how can we correct
ourselves? Only by being careful of our speech.

| read an article written by Rabbi Segal from Manchester who writes: “Never did | see a
person who learned two halachos of shmiras haloshon every day and didn’t see salvation
from above, whether regarding children, shidduchim, good health, parnassah, or bringing
up children.” He had promised that whoever will learn the sefer Chofetz Chaim he [Rav
Segal] will be his defender in Heaven.

We witnessed miracles that happened to people who took upon themselves two
halachos every day and saw yeshuos. While | was reading the article, a woman walked in,
crying, and said she has a number of adult daughters who are still not married. | showed
her the article and immediately she said that she will learn two halachos of shmiras
halashon every day. Within 3 days, one daughter got engaged. Two months later, her
second daughter, and, Baruch Hashem, this woman saw many yeshuos. Like her,
hundreds of girls who took upon themselves the studying of shmiras halashon got
married.

A different story is about a woman who came to us about a year ago in great sorrow,
saying that she had been married for 20 years and didn't have children. | advised her to
learn two halachos every day and Baruch Hashem she conceived and now has a month-

old baby boy.

And another story: A few weeks ago a woman came to me, broken and crying and said
that her mother is in the hospital with a growing tumor. She asked what she could take
upon herself to help. Again, | advised that the entire family learn two halachos of shmiras
halashon every day. Two days later she returned and asked me to publicize her story and
the miracle that happened. She said that the entire family gathered and decided to learn
two halachos daily. Two days later they received a phone call from the hospital asking
them to come and pick up the mother ; the tumor is gone and she is in good health.

| hear many miracles such as these. And now, we should all take upon ourselves, bli neder,
to learn two halachos of shmiras haloshon every day and pray with great kavanah. A
prayer that comes from the heart through a holy mouth is immediately accepted by
Hashem, prevents many troubles and tragedies, and brings yeshuah to the world. In the
future, each one of us will be shown how many wonderful things we did, how many people
we saved, and thanks to you, my dear righteous women and girls, we will have the zechus
to bring Mashiach Tzidkeinu soon in our days.

Yehiratzon that Hashem will fulfill all of our wishes for the best.

Reproduced from "Rebbetzin Kanievsky" by Naftali and Naomi Weinberger With Nina Indig  with permission of the copyright holders, ArtScroll / Mesorah Publications, Ltd.
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| will explain how to speak loshon hora ['toeles. Reb Chaim Brisker zt"l once attended
an asifa. One of the speakers criticized the actions of a community askan, saying
that they resulted in negative outcomes. Reb Chaim stood up and said "lt is
forbidden to sit here because they are speaking loshon hora". He left the asifa and
no longer participated in such events. The Chazon Ish zt"| explained: why wasn't the
speaker justified in his criticism? Isn't that considered loshon hora I'toeles? The
speakers tone was argumentative and it was as if he was experiencing self
satisfaction from the troubles and failures of the person about whom he was
speaking. Had he said "Rabosai, unfortunately there has been a michshol, let us try
and fix it", that would have been loshon hora I'toeles!
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The Chazon Ish zt"l told Harav Chaim Kanievsky shlita: The Chofetz Chaim zt"| used to
say that when a person comes to Olam Haba and he is asked why he ate chodosh, he
will have an answer; that the Bach permits it. But when he is asked why he spoke
loshon hora, on this question there will be no answer. For even the Bach doesn't
permit it!
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And, in truth, it would seem to me as good counsel for one who would like to guard his
mouth and his tongue from forbidden speech, to teach himself not to speak at all in
the Beis Hamedrash and Beis Haknesses. For aside from this being a great mitzvah in
itself because of the sanctity of the place, as the Seforim Hakedoshim write, it is
also of great avail to us in other respects 1) that the Torah one studies in the Beis
Hamedrash and his Tefillos be complete, not lacking any answering of "Amen" and
"Amen Yeheh Shmei Rabbah" and "Borchu”, 2) that through this there be in the
accounting of the days of his life about ten years free of forbidden speech. For a Jew
is found during the day in the Beis Hamedrash for his davening and for some time
after, for at least four hours a day, especially if he also has a set time for Torah study
every day in the Beis Hamedrash for about two hours. Therefore, about one-fourth of
the full day is spent by himin Torah and Tefilla. If so, how good it will be for him when a
fourth part of the days of his life will be added in which there will not have been any
forbidden speech, but only Torah and Tefilla, 3) that though through this it becomes
easier for him every day, too, to guard his faculty of speech, having taught himself
every day to suppress it five or six hours all the time that he sat in the Beis
Hamedrash.
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It seems quite common for news websites, newspapers and magazines to
“report” on frum people who have been indicted for an illegal business
practice r”’l or to publish an op-ed which explicitly portrays someone in a
negative light or at least strongly implies it. Are newspapers allowed to
publish such content and are readers permitted to read it?

ANSWERS PROVIDED BY THE HALACHA INSTITUTE OF TORONTO

The Chofetz Chaim in Zachor I'Miriam (Perek 23) and in his Letters (Michtav 42) writes very strongly against reading newspapers. One of the reasons he cites is because
they are often full of Loshon Hora. However, publicizing immoral behaviour may, at times, be constructive and the answer to this question is really situation specific.

When addressing a situation involving someone who is capable of harming others, it is prudent to warn those people who are likely to be harmed. However, most people
reading such content will never need to know the published information. Harnessing mass media to spread negative information about someone can be motivated by the
wrong intentions and when such intentions are present, it is prohibited. The publisher must be sure that all the conditions that allow for Loshon Hora I'toeles are accounted
for prior to publishing the information.

Reading a newspaper is permitted even though derogatory statements about another Jew are present. The source for this is the Be’er Mayim Chaim (klal 3, os 12) who
writes that something which is already public knowledge is not subject to the prohibition of Loshon Hora. However, even though it is permitted to read, it is still forbidden to

believe as fact (Chofetz Chaim klal 7, os 4).

Relating the information which is already public knowledge to a friend is not permitted if the intention is simply to relay the information to more people.

Can | submit a negative review regarding an online purchase if the
merchant is Jewish? Some examples would be a negative food review on
Uber Eats, a negative review about the quality of an article of clothing or a

toy or a negative review about the service provided by a Jewish owned
company.

Although writing a negative review in a newspaper is forbidden, posting a review

May someone speak with a spouse about daily challenges at work even if
negative information about a co-worker is spoken? Since frustrations with

other people at work are common, is it permitted to talk about them at home to
“let off some steam”?

In Be’er Mayim Chayim Loshon Hora (klal 8, os 23), the Chofetz Chaim writes that

on a website might be considered a toeles as it is both relevant and
constructive to people who are interested in buying the product. However, there
are conditions required for relating negative information that must be adhered
to. The report must be objective and incident specific. Having a poor service
incident at a restaurant surely does not mean that the next person will have the
same experience. In this case, it would be prohibited to post the information. In
general, one must be careful not to extrapolate or generalize about a product or
service using sweeping statements, based on a single incident. Furthermore, his
intention must be to warn a prospective customer and not to vent against the
business. Additionally, if doing so is possible, one must first approach the owner
of the business to give him an opportunity to rectify the issue prior to posting a
negative report. Extreme care must be taken to ensure that all toeles
conditions are abided by prior to posting the review.

generally saying Loshon Hora to a spouse is prohibited. However, at times, it is
permitted to speak to a spouse about frustrations at work. The Chofetz Chaim
writes (haga’ah to klal 10 os 14) that if the intention in repeating the incident is to
relieve anxiety, it is a toeles and can be permitted. This seems to be the opinion of
the Sefer Hachassidim (os 64) as well. The listening spouse has a great challenge. On
the one hand, the listening spouse may not be allowed to believe what is being said.
On the other hand, if he/she does not believe then the speaker will be more stressed
after the conversation. The solution to this is to believe that what the speaker is
saying is exactly how the speaker perceived what happened, but not to believe that
that is the objective reality.
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One must think the matter through and be sure that
a wrong has actually been committed. Sometimes,
what one may think is a misdeed may in fact be
permitted by halachah. One must be certain that his

information and his interpretation of the information
are correct before the information can be related.
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One must be absolutely certain that the information is accurate.
Either one had to have witnessed the incident himself, or he

investigated the report and found it to be accurate. If one has
second-hand negative information which he wishes to relate for a
constructive purpose, he must make it clear that his words are
based on hearsay.
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WHAT IS YACHAD B'KOL?
ICOMMUNITY 2KABBALOS JWEEKS

Yachad B’kol was launched at the community wide kinnus on the 17th of Tammuz as hundreds of people from over 50
shuls joined together in tefilla and to hear divrei chizzuk. With the guidance of the Toronto community Rabbonim, this
initiative was introduced with the goal of harnessing the power of a tzibur. As we reflect on the challenges of the last
year, we collectively commit to making small meaningful changes by participating in these community wide kabbalos.

CHOOSE 1 BRACHA FROM TEFILLA AND BE
MEKABEL TO SAY IT WITH MORE KAVANA

BE MEKABEL NOT TO SPEAK LOSHON HORA
IN SHUL AND AT THE SHABBOS TABLE

COMMUNITY WIDE
KABBALO

By enhancing our kudushas hadibur we allow our tefillos to be more impactful. To support these kabbalos, sign up to
receive daily emails with short shiurim from our local community Rabbonim and use this newsletter to spark
conversation at the Shabbos table about the importance of Shmiras Haloshon.

TO JOIN THE HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE FROM OUR COMMUNITY WHO HAVE ALREADY SIGNED UP

ONLINE: WWW.TORONTOCOMUNITYWIDE.COM EMAIL: AMIEL@TORONTOCOMMUNITYWIDE.COM

TO SPONSOR THE SHABBOS NEWSLETTER EMAIL AMIEL@TORONTOCOMMUNITYWIDE.COM

PREVIOUS TORONTO COMMUNITY WIDE EVENTS
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Introductory remarks
Rabbi Shiomo Noach
Mandel x”vbw

ROV, JEP

Tehilim 20, 121, 130

¥ Divrei Chizzuk
Rabbi Yiaroe!Relsman «°vb Rabb Shomo Maler "0 e Rabbi Ephraim
Wachsman xvbw
8:45 PM mrodudzz' smecm —— 8:30 PM | Tehilim followed by acheinu and mishberach for those afficted with Covid-19 8:30 PM | Tehilim 20, 121, 130, mabhw o for the injured and for the suffering families of the victims MONSEYHA NY A YIECHOK,
and all Cholei Yisroel led by Toronto Community Rabbonim i .
Agudath lyael of Toroni Y ty Responding fo Tragedy 2 Community Wide

Rabbi Yaakov Y. Sofer xo%o, 8:55PM | RebbiYiroel "“o’;:: K0 8:45PM | Rabbi Elya Brudny X psw, Rosh Yeshiva, Mir Brooklyn 8:45PM | Rabbi Shiomo Miller X v5w, Rosh Hakollel, Koliel Toronto Inifiafives For The 3 Weeks

m:;“" "'::“ "o, G&AC oping and Managing with COVID-19 8:55 PM | RabbiShmulevitz x”vw, Rov, Cong. Tiferes Yaakov and RM Yeshiva Gedolah Zichron Shmayahu Reabot VolrAchir et
Agucath roet South Anshel Kiskoe - zp 7 9:20 PM | it shiomo Miler xvebm, 9:15PM | Q&A: Coping and Managing with Covid-19 ’ RO, ROV, SHOAVE MAYM
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