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/Step By Step
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After Yaakov Avienu wrestled
with the Malach, the Posuk tells us
XITY DRI DR 72V IWRD wHwa 17 1M
197 9y ¥9¥ - And the sun shone for
him when he passed Penuel, and he
was limping on his thigh. Rashi
comments, that the sun shone on him
to heal him from the limp he
acquired from the smite of the
Malach.  According to  this
explanation, the Posuk seems to be
out of order. Why is the fact that
Yaakov was limping mentioned after
the fact that the sun shone on him to
heal him?

The nnow noaxon explains, the
Torah is teaching us an important
lesson. There are times that a person
sins but doesn’t realize what he did
was actually a sin. As we see by the
Shevatim who sold Yoseph Hatzdik.
They thought they acted righteously,
until Hashem brought upon them a
series of calamities which finally
caused them to admit their
wrongdoing. One needs special
divine assistance to truly judge and
recognize whether one’s actions are
merits or sins. The Posuk tells us,
“The sun shone on him” which refers
to the shining of Divine Presence on
his soul, after he passed Penuel.
Penuel symbolizes his dispelling any
personal prejudices. Now that he
purified himself from any prejudices,
and he experienced this divine
inspiration, he then realized that he
was limping spiritually and he still
must rectify his ways.

When Yaakov ascended to the
holy city of Bais El and Hashem
spoke to him, the Posuk tells us 5y
VR 727 WK DIPRa DpYR 1PHvn — And
Hashem ascended from him in the

\_

place that He spoke to him. What is
meant by the words in the place that
He spoke to him? The x> nmay
explains that every Yid experiences
highs and lows in his Avodas
Hashem. During his Tefillah or
studying Torah he feels a stronger
connection to Hashem than when he
is outside in the street. His goal is to
strive to return to the loftiness he felt
while he was in the Bais Medrash.
The Posuk is telling us, Hashem left
Yaakov from the place he was in
during his service at Bais El. How
did he attempt to recreate this
holiness? naxn 2py> 2% — Yaakov
erected a monument, to remind him
of the greatness he once experienced
and will now strive to reach it once
again.

/ Their ascent to ﬁig/ier\

levels of spirituality
required that they first
purify themselves once

more to raise

themselves in their

level of Avodas

Hashem.

o /

The 1927 xR adds another
dimension to this principle. After
Yaakov’s children killed the
inhabitants of Shechem, Hashem
told Yaakov to return to Bais El.
Yaakov tells his household nx 1705
19°510) 1T 02902 WK 7237 h9R
2>°nonw - Remove the idols of the
foreign nations, which are in your
midst, purify yourselves and change
your clothes. How does Yaakov

By Shea Czermak X"0"ow

suspect his holy children of
possessing idols? Rashi explains that
Yaakov was referring to idols that
were part of the booty of Shechem.
The 7957 x7ax elucidates, that as the
Yidden were about to ascend to the
holy city of Bais El, Yaakov
instructed them to recheck and
eliminate any forms of Avodah Zara
they may have in their possession.
Even an inner Avodah Zara found in
their hearts, like feelings of
haughtiness, hatred, jealousy etc.,
were to be removed. As the Posuk
says assna WwR 1017 R — the
foreign gods that are within you.
Their ascent to higher levels of
spirituality required that they first
purify themselves once more to raise
themselves in their level of Avodas
Hashem.

So too, every Yid that
experiences a spiritual high must
seek to better himself and raise his
level in Avodas Hashem.

The minhag of many Chasidim is
to sit and observe the Chanuka lights
for half an hour. Sefarim tell us that
a person with pure eyes can merit to
see in the light of Chanuka the
ni — the original light that shone in
the beginning of creation. This light
was a powerful light of spirituality.
Some Tzadikim would shed tears
while looking at the lights. As they
felt the holiness hidden in the fire of
the Chanaka lecht, they yearned to
strive even higher in their Avodas
Hashem. Consequently, they would
cry in repentance of his deeds that
were done before they experienced

this holiness.

Have a wonderful Shabbos.
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