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29 Iyar, 5783

Shabbat Bamidbar
Shabbat Mevarchim Sivan

Mazal Tov to Jason and Judi Berman on the birth
of a granddaughter, Isabel Hanna, to Lauren and
Yossi Friedman in New York. Mazal Tov also to
grandparents Choula and Mark Friedman of
Montreal, and to great grandmother Yvonne
Berman, Claire and Charles Friedman and Michael
Seneor of France.

Mazal Tov to Hilton & Mandy-Ann Plet on the

Schedule

Friday, May 19 Yom
Yerushalayim 
Please Note: Tefilla
Chagigit Friday morning
for Yom Yerushalayim
beginning at 6:30 am
7:00pm: Mincha/Kabbalat
Shabbat
8:23pm: Candle Lighting
7:08pm: Earliest Candles
 
Shabbat, May 20
9:00am: Shacharit
8:25pm: Mincha
9:25pm: Maariv
9:28pm: Havdalah
 
Week of May 21
Rosh Chodesh Sivan
on Sunday
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birth of a grandson, Simon Arthur, to Adam and
Sarah Plet in New York. Mazal Tov also to
grandparents Barry & Lisa Price and to great
grandmother Ada Plet in Johannesburg, Hannah
Price in New Jersey and great grandfather Lou
Garbo in Vermont.

Mazal Tov to Danny & Etty Rosenberg on the
birth of a grandson, son to Joey & Mira Billet.
Mazal Tov also to grandparents, Mark & Shirley
Billet.

Mazal Tov to our frequent Ba'al Koreh Ben Shore
for finishing 2nd in the Sporting Life 10K this past
Sunday, with a time of 30m 11s!

Mazal Tov to Jared Smith and parents Rhonda
and Grant on Jared's acceptance to Physical
Therapy at University of Toronto.

Thank you to our kiddush sponsors:

Michael and Inessa Vainder to
commemorate the yahrzeit of Michael’s
father, Shmuel ben Nussim, z’l. May his
neshama have an Aliyah.
Sari and Allan Fox in honour of the
upcoming wedding of their daughter  Bailey
to Mitch Reiss, son of Karen Grafstein-Reiss
and Willie Reiss. Mazel tov to the entire Fox
and Reiss families!

Thank you to our seudah shlishit sponsor:

Yossi and Barbie Dukes in memory of
Yossi's dear mother, Leah bas Leib, on her
20th yahrzeit. She was a gentle soul and
Holocaust survivor who impacted the world
with thought-provoking and beautiful works of
art. Also, in memory of Yossi's father, Moshe
Avraham ben Aaron Leib, on his 8th yahrzeit.

Shacharit
Sun: 8:00am
Mon, Thu: 6:30am
Tue, Wed: 6:40am 
Mincha/Maariv (plag)
Sun-Wed: 7:00pm

Monday, 7:30pm: 
Tehillim will be offline this
week.

Lori Grysman's Ladies'
Shiur will resume next
week.

For information regarding
Chayei Olam of Thornhill
Burial Society please
contact Niall Gordon
at niall@niallgordonassoci
ates.com, or 416 931
5608 or Michael Links
at michaeljlinks@gmail.co
m or 416 948 4325.

Contact

Rabbi Charles Grysman
(905) 764-7591
cgrysman@rogers.com

Rav Eitan Aviner
(647) 618-8105
rabbi@ayinltzion.org

General:
zyc@zichronyisroel.ca or
info@ayinltzion.org

Donations:
etransfer@zichronyisroel.
ca (etransfer)
or Ayin L'Tzion
donations online
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mailto:rabbi@ayinltzion.org
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He was a renaissance man who, along with
his father, saved 2200 women during the
Holocaust. May both their neshamot have
aliyot.

We welcome you to join us in saying farewell to
Rabbi Eitan and Rachel Aviner and family. We
will be hosting a special kiddush in honour of the
Aviner family on June 10th. Contributions are
welcome and will be posted that Shabbat.  Select
'Aviner Family Farewell Kiddush' in the dropdown
(Suggested donation: $50)

Save the date: Sunday June 4th at 7:30pm for
Family Outdoor Movie Night. Details in
flyer below.

Ayin L'Tzion AGM: Sunday June 4th at
1:00pm - This is an opportunity for you to vote on
the Board of Directors, hear brief portfolio reports,
look ahead to the coming year, and thank outgoing
Board members, Officers and Committee Chairs.
 We hope you will join us.   

Kiddush Toranut Team 4

Kiddush Volunteers Needed!
Do you enjoy kiddush? Want to make the
experience better? Consider joining a kiddush
team and helping out once a month. Volunteers
help us keep our kiddush costs down and our
community spirit high! To volunteer, or for more
information, contact Deena Gauze. Thank you!

Kiddush sponsorship is a great way to share
your milestones with the kehilla and build
community. If you would like to know the options
for a congregational kiddush, please reach out to
Deena Gauze at deena.nathanson@gmail.com.

Deadline for bulletin
submissions: Tuesdays

https://ayinltzion.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7b79119da5568d733283f1b7c&id=9fa3c885d8&e=678238892c
mailto:deena.nathanson@gmail.com
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Deadline for booking a kiddush or seuda shlishit is
Sunday.

Shavuot 5783

Thursday, May 25 Shavuot   
All night learning begins at 12:00 am, see flyer below
8:30pm: Mincha/Maariv
8:29pm: Candle Lighting
 
Friday, May 26  Shavuot Day One
9:00am: Shacharit
7:00pm: Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat
8:30pm: Candle Lighting

Shabbat, May 27 Shavuot Day Two
9:00am: Shacharit
9:45am: Megillat Ruth in main shul
9:45am: Megillat Ruth women only in Learning Commons
Yizkor approx 10:30
8:30pm: Mincha
9:40pm: Maariv
9:45pm: Havdalah

 Shavuot Congregational Ice Cream Party

Please join us for our Shavuot Congregational Ice Cream Party, which will take
place immediately following the morning service on Shabbat (May 27th), the
2nd day of Shavuot. Everyone is invited, please join us for ice cream and
cookies, there will be toppings galore! 

If you are interested in volunteering at the ice cream party, please
contact shalevsabari@gmail.com. Volunteer hours provided.

mailto:shalevsabari@gmail.com
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From Rabbi Grysman

The bulk of Sefer Bamidbar is devoted to depicting how Bnei Yisrael
experienced their travels from Egypt through the wilderness.  The new intimacy
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they will have with Hashem, is evident in the opening verse of Bamidbar, where
Moshe is tasked with implementing a census. We read, 

�ׁש ַהֵּׁשנ�֜י במדבר פרק א: א ו�י��ּבֵ֨ר ה' ֶאל־ֹמֶׁש֛ה ּבְִמ�ּבַ֥ר ִסינ�֖י ּבְֹאֶ֣הל מֹועֵ֑ד ּבְֶאָח֩ד לַֹח֨
�ם לֵאֹמֽר: ב ְׂשאּו, ֶאת-�אׁש ּכָל-עֲ�ת ּבְנ�י-י�ְׂש�ֵאל, �ץ ִמצְ�֖י ּבַָּׁשנ�֣ה ַהֵּׁשנ�֗ית לְצֵאת�֛ם ֵמֶא֥

לְִמְׁשּפְֹחת�ם, לְבֵית אֲֹבת�ם--ּבְִמְסּפַר ֵׁשמֹות, ּכָל-זָכָר לְגֻלְּגְ�ת�ם.
The Lord spoke to Moses in the Sinai Desert, in the Tent of Meeting on the first
day of the second month, in the second year after the exodus from the land of
Egypt, saying. Take a census of the entire Israelite community by families
following the paternal line, according to the names of each male, taken
individually.
 
Ibn Ezra says that the verse is telling us that Moshe would no longer go to Har
Sinai to communicate with Hashem, since His presence was now rooted in the
Ohel Moed.  In essence, the Har Sinai experience shifted to the center of the
Jewish camp, whether it was stationary or travelling in the desert.  The people
surrounding the Ohel acted like an honour guard that enhanced the prestige of
Hashem’s presence in the midst of the nation (Ramban).  Furthermore,
Hashem’s presence created a unique heavenly atmosphere.  As Benno Jacob
wrote, “The Tabernacle was a mobile Sinai in the midst of them, the heavens
and heavens of heavens transplanted and brought down to earth.”  (As quoted
by Nechama Leibowitz).
 
Most of the events mentioned in this book have a surreal and miraculous
quality to them that captures our imagination and depicts the challenges of faith
that were created throughout the nation's journey. Even though these events
have little halachic significance, they acted as a stepping-stone for the eventual
entry into the land of Israel and continue to serve as moral guideposts for future
generations.  As Rav Tzvi Yehudah Kook said,
 

בדרך אנו נפגשים עם כל מיני סבוכים, כל מיני צרות וכל מיני נסיונות, "עשרה
ניסיונות ניסו אבותינו את המקום ברוך הוא במדבר ... ועם כל זה יש חיוב והכרח

ללכת בדרך.
On a journey we encounter all sorts of complications, various types of troubles
and tests, “Our forefathers tested Hashem 10 times in the wilderness” (Midrash
Hagadol 24:22)… and with all of this [difficulty] there is an obligation and
necessity to embark on the journey.
 
Their ability to create a better future that would make them worthy of life in
Israel required a transitional stage of struggle that would highlight flaws.  These
essential transitional moments, although difficult, can create wisdom, kedusha
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and enhanced moral fiber.
 
The challenges of the desert journey also brought about a sense of humility. 
Humility tames the ego and makes a person more open to integrating new
ideas into the self.  This quality is essential for internalizing the full message of
the Torah and actualizing our full potential.  The Gemara in Nedarim (55b)
relates this quality to the locations we went to after the Midbar.  It says,
 
אֲַמר לֵיּה: ּכֵיו�ן ֶׁשעֹוֶׂשה ָא�ם ֶאת עַצְמֹו ּכִַּמ�ּבָר, ֶׁשהּוא מּופְ�ר לַֹּכל — ּתֹו�ה נ�יְּתנ�ה לֹו
ּבְַמָּתנ�ה, ֶׁשּנֱֶאַמר: ״ּוִמִּמ�ּבָר ַמָּתנ�ה״. ו�כֵיו�ן ֶׁשּנִיְּתנ�ה לֹו ּבְַמָּתנ�ה — נ�ָחלֹו ֵא-ל, ֶׁשּנֱֶאַמר:
״ּוִמַּמָּתנ�ה נ�ֲחלִיֵאל״. ו�כֵיו�ן ֶׁשּנְָחלֹו ֵאל — עֹולֶה לִגְדּוּלָה, ֶׁשּנֱֶאַמר: ״ּוִמּנֲַחלִיֵאל ּבָמֹות״.
�א״, ו��א עֹוד ו�ִאם ִהגְּבִיַּה עַצְמֹו — ַהָּקדֹוׁש ּבָרּו� הּוא ַמְׁשּפִילֹו, ֶׁשּנֱֶאַמר: ״ּוִמּבָמֹות ַהּגַי
ֶאּלָא ֶׁשּׁשֹו�עִין אֹותֹו ּבַַּק��ע, ֶׁשּנֱֶאַמר: ״ו�נ�ְׁש�פָה עַל ּפְנ�י ַהי�ִׁשימֹון״. ו�ִאם חֹוזֵר ּבֹו —

ַהָּקדֹוׁש ּבָרּו� הּוא ַמגְּבִיהֹו
Once a person renders himself like a wilderness, deserted before all, the Torah
is given to him as a gift [mattana], as it is stated: “And from the wilderness [they
went to] Mattana.” And once he has this gift, God becomes his heritage, as it is
stated: “And from Mattana (to) Nahaliel (lit. my heritage is in God).” And once
his heritage is in Hashem, he rises to greatness, as it is stated: And from
Nahaliel, [to] Bamot (high ground). And if he raises himself (and is arrogant),
Hashem, degrades him, as it is stated: “And from Bamot (to) the valley”
(Numbers 21:20).
 
The humility we develop on the journey to discover Hashem opens new doors
of perception that allow us to appreciate the full wisdom of the Torah.
 
The journey through the desert was also an opportunity for the nation to
develop a new way to self-identify.  As slaves we were viewed, and viewed
ourselves, as property.  There was no sense of family, as children could be
bought and sold and transported to various locations, even for breeding
purposes.  Organizing the people into tribes and families added a sense of
group pride and self-worth to their identity.  This feeling of self-worth was
buttressed by the fact that the people were counted at various occasions,
portraying the love and importance that they had with Hashem (Rashi).  The
Emet l’Yaakov portrays how Hashem’s presence maintained unity as we
developed distinctiveness.  He says,
 
אמת ליעקב במדבר פרק א פסוק א: אלא שבאמת ענין הדגלים לכאורה הוא פירוד
הלבבות, כי זה ודאי ...הציורים שהיו על כל דגל ודגל, הלא זה ציין כי כל שבט ושבט
יש לו תכונה או שאיפה מיוחדת - ומטרת האחד שונה ממטרת השני..., אלא מכיון
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שהיה לכולם מרכז אחד, והיינו המשכן, וכולם חונים מסביב למשכן, אין זה גורם
לפרוד... וכמו באדם - וכי מפני שהאזנים נבראו לשמוע והעינים לראות וכי תעלה על

דעתך שתהיה ביניהם פירוד ומחלוקת, וכמו כן באומה, מכיון שכולם מרוכזים
לנקודה מרכזית אחת.

In reality, the flags [of the tribes] signify separated hearts.  Certainly…the
drawings that were on each flag represented a distinct attribute or aspiration
and different purposes… but since they all had one center, and they all camped
around the Mishkan, it did not cause divisiveness, just like with a person – just
because ears were made for hearing and eyes for sight, it would be unthinkable
that they would be in conflict, similarly, since the Jewish nation are connected
to single a central point (Hashem, there is no divisiveness).
 
The Ohel Moed focused the entire nation on the kedusha in its midst, creating a
heavenly atmosphere that was omnipresent throughout the various challenges
of faith we underwent.  The transitional events of the desert helped us develop
humility, discover individuality and nurture a unity that stemmed from our
relationship with Hashem.
 
Revisiting these lessons before Shavuot helps us develop the qualities needed
for rediscovering the wisdom of the Torah and our relationship with Hashem.
 
Shabbat Shalom,
Rabbi Grysman
 

Family Movie Night
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Community Announcements

Free Hebrew Tour of Historic Jewish Toronto
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