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In light of the crisis facing & %2> the Rav encourages everyone to accept shabbos
early this week and be extra meticulous in its observance. May the merit of shemiras
shabbos be a zechus for &> n°a 9o .

Zemannim for Shabbos Parashas
Hachodesh-Pekude / Mevorchim Chodesh
Nisan

Early Mincha: 6:05
Pelag Hammincha: 6:21
Hadlakas Neros: 7:22
Mincha: 7:25

Shacharis: 8:45
Mincha: 7:15
Maariv & Motsa'e Shabbos: 8:26
Motsa'e Shabbos R.T.: 8:53

Week of Parashas Vayyikra

Shacharis:

Sunday (Rosh Chodesh): 8:00
Monday: 7:00 & 8:00
Tuesday: 7:00 & 8:00

Wednesday: 7:00 & 8:00
Thursday:7:00 & 8:00
Friday: 7:00 & 8:00
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Late Maariv: 9:30
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Weekday Shacharis Update

From now on, the 8:00 Shacharis will begin at 8:00 even on Rosh Chodesh,
fast days and Chanukka. The only exceptions will be during Selichos and Chol

Hammoed.

Kiddush this Shabbos is sponsored by
The Kiddish Committee

There will be Shalosh Seudos this Shabbos
The speaker will be Rabbi Shmuel Meisels.

Maos Chittin
The Rav is collecting Maos Chittin for the poor of our community for their Pesach
needs. Cheques can be made out to JHF. Tizku Lemitzvos.

Mechiras Chamets
The Rav will be available for mechiras chamets every morning after Shacharis and
every evening after Maariv and by appointment.

Kiddush & Shalosh Seudos Sponsorships Available

If anyone would like to sponsor or co-sponsor Kiddush, or sponsor Shalosh Seudos,
please email Baruch Klein at barryklein21 @ gmail.com

NEW! Please click this link to submit the sponsorship info as soon as possible so
that it can be included in the weekly bulletin.
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Please note new Kiddush and Shalosh Seudos costs
Thank you to all our past (and future!) sponsors.
Although we've always tried to keep the cost of Kiddush and Shalosh Seudos as low

as possible, due to the increased cost from the vendors (food, paper goods etc), we
have raised the prices slightly.

Kiddush: $450
Co-Sponsor $300
Shalosh Seudos: $200

Translate ¥

Mishnayos Moed
If anyone would like to participate in the learning of Mishnayos Moed between now
and Rosh Chodesh in memory of the Bibas family and all the murdered hostages
please speak to the Rav.

Dirshu Ammud Yomi
We are pleased to announce the recent commencement of Ammud Yomi Shiurim in
accordance with the Dirshu program both in the morning at 6:30 and during the
shul's night seder at 8:30 pm.

Night Seder Program

Agudah South is excited to host a Night Seder Program
run by R’ Yitzy Czermak.

8:30-9:30 pm followed by Maariv at 9:30.

For inquiries and chavrusas, please contact R’ Ari Hofstedter (416) 459-1022
Monthly sponsorship opportunities are available.
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L’ilui Nishmas Rachel bas yb”’l R’ Uri Kaufman.

For more information about the night seder program, please contact
R' Ari Hofstedter (416) 459-1022
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Wednesday Night Shiur
The Rav is giving a shiur on Mishle with the perushim of the Vilna Gaon and the
Malbim, Wednesday nights at 8:40.

Weekly Shiurim

B"H the weekly shiurim are growing as more people are getting involved.
The Rav and the Shul would like to encourage and invite everyone to attend the
shiurim and participate.

Daf Yomi 8:00 AM; Sundays at 7:15 AM
Ammud Yomi 6:30 AM Mon-Fri; on Shabbos half-hour before mincha
Mishle with the perush of the Vilna Gaon
Wednesday at 8:40 PM.

Oraysa Chabura

Oraysa program learning every evening Sun-Thurs at 7:45.

DAWT DD 2y
Sunday 8:45 AM

Minchas Chinnuch Shiur

Sunday 8:45 PM

Weekly Shiurim Schedule:

8:00 AM / Sunday 7:15

Dail Daf Yomi
aily af Yomi AM

Sun - Thurs Oraysa (Megilla) 7:45 PM
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Sunday Minchas thnnuch 845 PM
Shiur:
Monday Masseches Megilla 7:00 PM
Wednesday Mishle 8:40 PM
Monday- Ammud Yomi 8:30 PM
Thursday

Everything New Under the Moon'
By Rabbi Yitzchok Adlerstein

Hashem said to Moshe and Aharon in the land of Egypt, saying: This month
shall be for you the beginning of the months; it shall be for you the first of the
months of the year.

The calendar described in this section, the first mitzvah given to the people
about to become a nation, is a study in engineered inefficiency. And so it was
meant to be. Efficiency, in the Torah’s view, pales in comparison to the value of
important instruction. In this case, the inefficiency of the calendar tells us
volumes about human free will.

Calendars, we would think, ought to be linked to astronomical events that are
known and predictable. We see great advantage in a calendar that would allow
all people, in all places, to know in advance when the important events of the
year will take place, so that they could plan accordingly, long in advance.

Such a calendar, however, would leave in place an impression that the Torah
insists on overturning. Were our holidays linked to fixed astronomical events,
we might conclude, as so many others did, that all of us — Man, G-d, and the
way we relate to each other — are equally fixed and constrained.

If Rosh Chodesh were determined by the time of the earth receiving the first
rays of sunlight reflected by the lunar mirror, we would be worshiping the dutiful
periodicity of Nature. The Torah wants us to do nothing of the sort. We are not
worshippers of Nature. It is not Nature and its regular ways that we celebrate
each month. The waxing and the waning of the moon mean nothing to us, other
than to act as symbols of the vicissitudes of life. We are required to pass
through times of darkness and obscurity — but they will always be followed by
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out dedication to Him after a lapse of time in which the relationship may have
become dulled.
It is not the astronomical w1n — the first appearance of the new moon — that has
us count the days till the 737 — the special days of encounter. Rather, it is the
w7, the newness, that takes place within ourselves that allows us to spend
time with G-d on the special days of the year. Because we can change and
move towards Him, we experience something powerful when He makes
Himself available to us. Without that change, we would just be commemorating
the past, but is would not be a 7y, a meeting and encounter.

In other words,Rosh Chodesh is not determined so much by the moon as by
the way it is noticed and perceived by us. Our calculation of the astronomical
event does not fix the day of Rosh Chodesh. In the system that the Torah here
describes, human beings must visually note the appearance of the moon. Their
testimony has to be accepted by the court, which then formally proclaims the
day as Rosh Chodesh. (Interestingly, this is only a requirement when the moon
is cited by the witnesses on the day that it is expected to be seen by
calculation, but not if the that day has already passed. It is only when the
astronomical event coincides with the visual sighting that it is important to
downplay the role of “natural” law, and treat it as unworthy of veneration in its
own right.) It is Man that declares the New Moon — not the moon itself!

Halacha dictates that the visual sighting predominates over the “actual”
occurrence in other ways as well. The court can artificially tamper with the
calendar and delay Rosh Chodesh for human convenience. In this way, they
can prevent Yom Kippur from falling on the day before or after Shabbos, which
would be a hardship. It is thus the human court that determines when the
Heavenly one will meet in judgment of the people! The declaration of the court
has finality, even when it is later learned that the testimony of the witnesses
was inaccurate, whether by error or intentionally. In all these cases, human
need trumps natural “fact.” The occurrences of holidays that count from the
beginning of the month depend entirely on human input. They are fixed by us,
and recognized by Heaven only after our declaration.

How foolish it is to cheer the establishment of the fixed calendar that we rely
upon today as if it were a monumental achievement, an improvement upon the
“primitive” method of the past. Our calendar is a sad concession to the realities
of galus, of not having a court populated by judges with real semicha. Gone —
until the restoration of the old system when the Redemption draws near — is our
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One vestige of the old system remains enshrined in the fixed calendar, to
remind us of what the calendar was supposed to be. When the moon was still
sighted visually, distant communities often did not receive word of the decision
of the High Court until a holy day was upon them. Not knowing when the
festival was to begin, they had to observe two days, to remove any doubt.
When the court of Hillel Il gave us our fixed calendar, they sent a plea to the
outlying communities not to abandon the old practice of observing two days,
even though they would technically be able to follow the fixed system. The
second day of Yom Tov, observed despite our knowledge of the “real” day

of Yom Tov, serves as a constant reminder of the older, truer form of living the
Jewish calendar. It is only this second day — disparaged by so many as a
useless appendage from the past — that keeps alive the authentic character of
the first day of Yom Tov!

According to Chazal, the musaf of Rosh Chodesh serves to atone for the
unconscious violation of the taharah of the Mikdash and its holy articles. This is
no small detail in the complex laws of the beis hamikdash, but a truism about
Jewish life in general. Unconscious contamination of the mikdash stems from
drifting so distant in the course of time from a focus on holiness and holy ideas,
that we lose some of the reverence we ought to have for them. Inevitably, we
then mistreat and profane the holy.

Left to ourselves, the slow drifting would continue to the point that we would
become — like Paroh — so coarse and unresponsive to Divine illumination that
our hearts would remain hardened and resistant even in the presence of
wondrous signs. It is precisely this drifting away that Rosh Chodesh addresses
and cures. Once a month, we remind ourselves to look for the light and warmth
of His spirit. In it, we are refreshed and renewed!

Within this monthly renewal is a strong repudiation of the fundamentals of
paganism. In that universe, there is no renewal and no change — not in Man,
not in the world, not in the ways of the gods. What is, needs to be. Every
tomorrow follows inexorably from today. Everything new was already present
within the old. There is no creation, no something coming into being out of
nothing.

Just as there is no creation in the physical universe in the mind of the pagan,
there is none in the moral one. From evil will flow only evil. Everything is fixed,
determined. Egypt in particular was mired in this paganism. The perceived fixity
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